
Citizens for Bay Village Community Theater 

October 27, 2015 – Respectfully Submitted: Margaret J. Hnat 

Call to Order – 7:35 pm; eighteen people in attendance. Adjournment – 8:51 pm 

Board Members in Attendance – Bill Thornton and Patrick Meehan. Absent: John Hnat 

Minutes from September 30, 2015 meeting read and approved. 

President’s Report – Read by Bill Thornton (President John Hnat not in attendance due to tech 
week Tartuffe rehearsal at CCC Metro Campus.) 

• Hnat and Thornton attended the Metroparks Board meeting. Hnat read the Resolution 
of Citizens for Bay Village Community Theater, thereby letting the Metroparks 
community know of our intentions. 

• Hnat and Thornton manned an information table at the Bay Cares Fall Fest at the Bay 
Library October 11, 2015. Appreciation extended to Cait Chiou for all of her hard 
work in creating our logo. Connections were made with many of the other civic 
groups in attendance as well as with the library patrons. Thanks extended to Patrick 
Meehan, Lanie Richardson, Margaret Hnat, and Mary Woods for helping out at this 
event. 

• Hnat spoke to at the Bay Village Garden Club October 10, 2015. 

• Hnat will present at a Bay Kiwanis meeting; He and their president, Allen Waddle, 
will set the date. 

• Hnat emphasized that it is important that we have a presence in the community and 
attend events to help the community get to know us. Please let us know if a group 
would like us to speak. We are also reaching out to other non-profits to form 
friendships and alliances. A welcome to Peter Winzig of BAYarts was extended. 

Treasurer’s Report – Bill Thornton 

• We have incorporated - Bay Village Community Theater, Inc. 

• We have a bank account. 

• We will file for 501C status within the next couple of weeks Once we get our 
confirmation letter from the IRS we can accept money with the assumption that donors 
can take a tax deduction. 

Concerns Raised From the Floor 

• Metroparks’ Position – Thornton emphasized that the Metroparks will not say anything 
about the Huntington Playhouse site until the current lessee vacates / lease ends. There is 



no indication that there is any truth to rumors.  The Metroparks’ decision delay in no way 
influences our potential for 501C status. 

• Huntington Playhouse Fire Sale – Tom Meyrose has set November 21, 2015 as a fire 
sale at Huntington Playhouse. Our understanding is that he intends to sell as much as he 
can – shop equipment, flats, furniture, props, fixtures, and light and sound equipment. A 
discussion followed regarding our potential for purchasing equipment, but storage is a 
problem. A concern was raised regarding historical artifacts such as the Bud Binns 
portrait hanging in the lounge, scrap books, and the brass nameplates of donors hanging 
in the lobby. Finally a concern was raised regarding revenue. Where will it go? It was 
suggested that we reach out to Meyrose regarding these issues and reach out to the 
Historical Society with regard to artifacts. Updates will be posted. 

• Summer Youth Program at Huntington Playhouse – There has been no connection 
between the youth program and adult shows. It was suggested that our group produce a 
youth-based show to build a connection between Bay High School and the theater group. 

• Bay High School as a Potential Venue – Auditorium scheduling is heavy throughout the 
year; however, it might be possible for us to use this venue during the summer. Cait Chiou 
spoke about her experience with regard to this type of arrangement. Her group had a 
separate rehearsal space and used her local high school for performance only – a load in / 
load out situation 

• What can we do to help Huntington Playhouse – Go see the shows! 

New Business 

• Secretary Position: Beth Milli resigned. Please speak to a board member or email if 
interested in filling this position. 

• Patrick Meehan elected as Vice President of Education and Other Activities. David 
Glowe moved and Cait Chiou seconded. All approved.  

• Observer Article – Patrick Meehan’s Observer article on the history of Huntington 
Playhouse was published (October 20, 2015 - Volume 7, Issue 20). This article is the first 
in a series. The article had lots of positive feedback and is a great connection with the 
Historical Society. Meehan stated that the purpose of the series is designed to honor the 
people who have worked with the playhouse throughout the years. The articles will be 
nostalgic but also promote Bay Village Community Theater. 

• Board Position discussion 



- Term limits 

- Grace period between term limits 

- Trustee positions – reserved and permanent and held by representatives from the 
Metroparks, BAYarts, and Lake Erie Nature and Science Center, and Executive or 
Managing Director of our organization. 

- Suggestion from the floor that a legal advisor also be a part of our board. 

• Committee Established to Explore 2016 Production(s) 

- Chair – Patrick Meehan 

- Committee Members: Margaret Hnat, David Glowe, Cait Chiou, and Mary Kahelin 

- Committee’s charge is to select one-two shows for next season and to help with 
venue. 

• Fundraising  

- Thornton emphasized the need to wait until we have a budget. We need to know 
where the money will go. The money raised must have a specific purpose and an end 
time / goal. While we should not raise money until that priority is met, it was not too 
early to brainstorm fundraising ideas: Suggestions included: 

o A variety/talent show similar to the American Field Service (AFS) talent show 
that had been held at the high school many years ago;  

o Use BAYarts or the Nature Center as a social venue after a Huntington 
Playhouse performance; 

o  a Budding Playwrights event/student playwriting competition;  

o Buy a block of tickets for the Bay High School spring show and have an 
information table in the hallway outside the auditorium;  

o Produce a Huntington Playhouse retrospective. 

- An attempt to buy out the house for a performance of Christmas at Aunt Ida’s was 
unsuccessful. 

• Tommy Greene – He is a candidate running for Ohio House District 16 seat and has 
expressed interest in helping our effort. 




