
    Citizens for Bay Village Community Theater 

      December 22, 2015 Minutes – 20 members in attendance 

President’s Report – John Hnat 

• Christmas in Cahoon – Successful and fun! 

• Letter of interest sent to Metro Parks CEO Brian Zimmerman. Sean McDermont, 
facilities manager, copied. Zimmerman responded, stating that two other entities have 
expressed interest in the current Huntington Play House building, and there is a 
possibility that the Metro Parks will use the building for a maintenance facility. At the 
end of the year the Metro Parks will change the locks, winterize the building, and do a 
facility assessment. A walk through for all interested parties and an opportunity to put in 
bids will be offered in the future, possibly in February. Zimmerman indicated that our 
timeline did not seem to coincide with the Metro Parks “plan”, but he was pleasantly 
surprised with our plans to produce a summer show at Bay High School. 

• Hnat spoke with Hallie Rich, Communications and External Relations Director for the 
Cuyahoga County Public Library system. While there were initial talks between CCPL 
and Metro Parks regarding the Huntington Play House property, CCPL is looking at other 
“opportunities” in Bay for updating the library. 

Treasurer’s Report – Bill Thornton 

• Donations: $2,300 from private donations 

• Expenditures: $900 to David Speaker or assistance with business plan. 

• $800 bank balance 

• Several thousand dollars more needed for marketing and feasibility studies and show 
costs. 

• Cait Chiou has set up a pay pal button on our website for donations; we also have a post 
office box for donations. Make checks out to Bay Village Community Theater or Citizens 
for Bay Village Community Theater.  

• All donations are tax deductible. 

Play Production Committee Report – Patrick Meehan 

• Economic impact of the arts on a community discussed. 



• Bay High School is very welcoming. The only cost would be overtime charges for 
janitorial staff member after hours (after 5 or 6 pm). Overtime fee is reasonable. The 
auditorium has new seats and a new sound system. 

• Various individuals have expressed interest in working with us: Terry Benke (directing); 
Maryann Nagle (acting classes); and Jean Zarzour (voice over classes).  

• There will be a reach out to area directors 

• Survey Report – Margaret Hnat 

- A short “We’d Like to Hear from You” survey has been developed to solicit feedback 
from the community. This survey was offered at the Christmas in Cahoon event. 

- While results are not statistically significant at this time, interest in a musical or 
comedy was expressed. Respondents also were interested in attending a 
contemporary, popular, or classical music artist or group event or attending a local 
celebrity speaker event. Interest was also expressed in a family friendly production. 

• Survey will be updated to include demographic information. 

• Suggestions made to survey the PTA, to use SurveyMonkey on our website and to 
encourage people to participate in the survey via the Observer and Secret Bay Village 
Facebook site.  

Old Business 

• We will delay one more meeting before we vote on the by-laws as revision is yet needed. 
Our goal is transparency.  

• By laws revision committee – Bill Thornton and Dale Hruska (more participants are 
welcomed). 

• Discussion of necessity of by-laws. 

New Business 

• 2016 General Membership fee - $5.00 per individual approved. Membership allows 
voting privileges. Discussion of future membership fee to potentially include family 
memberships and various levels of membership (contributing, sustaining, etc...) 

• Darcy Coleman nominated and elected as new board member: Vice President of 
Sustainability and Marketing. No opposition 

• Motion made and passed to authorize the Play Production committee to pick a play on 
behalf of the general membership and to secure the play for summer production. Motion 
amended to include board approval made and passed. 



• Huntington Play House sale – Hnat will ask Metro Parks not to throw away items left 
behind. We will offer to help the Metro Parks to clear out the building and keep what we 
would like to keep. 

• Next meeting will be February 24th, 2016, 7 PM, at the library. 


